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about 3,000 persons, chiefly of the Shanar caste, placed
themselves under Christian instruction, casting away their
images and emblems of idolatry, and each presenting a
written promise declarative of his renunciation of idolatry,
and determination to serve the living and true God. Some
of these doubtless returned to heathenism when they under-
stood the spiritual character and comprehensive claims of
the Christian religion, but most remained faithful and in-
creasingly attached to their new faith.

There were now about ten village stations, most of which
had churches, congregations, and schools, all of them rapidly
increasing. Native catechists were employed to preach and
teach, and these teachers met the missionaries periodically for
instruction and improvement in divine things.

These early missionaries entered upon the work (which one
of them calls " De Propaganda Tide, but not without instruc-
tion") with great spirit and enterprise. A printing press
was soon established. The seminary for the training of
native youths was opened, and plans prayerfully laid and
diligently earned out for the periodical visitation of the
congregations and villages.

The congregation at Nagercoil alone numbered now about
300, and a large chapel for occasional united meetings at the
head station being urgently required, the foundation was
laid by Mr. Knill on New Year's day, 1819. Striking
evidence of the strong faith and hope of these early labourers
is seen in the noble dimensions of the chapel, the erection of
which they then commenced. It is, perhaps, the largest
church in South India, measuring inside 127 feet in length
by 60 feet wide, and affording accommodation for nearly
2,000 persons, seated, according to Hindu custom, on the
floor. Had this fine building not been erected, we should
have since grievously felt the lack of accommodation for the
great aggregate missionary and other special meetings of our